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F. Mirrer'Untted Sitver Mines, Inc.
250d Zinfandet Drive
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
Octobor 24, 1 gS4

GEIVI.
,',' l5lgg4

i$

Mr. Tom Dyor, Mgr.
Bureau of Land Management
Burley District Office
Route 3, Box 1

Burley, lD 83318

Rof. Grading Litilo Birch Creek Road to Vioorrt lyline

Dear Mr. Dyer:

The above road, approxirrrately 7 rniles in lengilr, was built nearl y 115 years
ago to dovelop and service ths Vipont Mine, which was discovered in 1964.

The road fronr what we refer to as tho upper narrows (approx.4f rniles) wasthe california Trdil gold r:riners' wagon road,.uuiti of course in 1g4g.

The road was rebuilt in a major way in.lg1g, when the Vipont Silver Mining
Co- opened up the mine and made it into I major iituet and gotd produc6r- Tney*also opened up the road ovgr Granite Pass to the northeast. Skoro Minos had the
cgynty grade the road to Goose Creek and to the mine at least twice a yaar from
1956 to 1976. l(Tonl Miller) became involved in 1966 and bought the Vipont irr 1U6d.
l.tt 1977, UnitotJ Silvsr Mines made semi-major improvement on ins road with a 6atloader and grader. lrecaived nrany compliments from tha tsLhl, othor govornment
agencies, cattl6rnen, and othOrS who used the rOad.

I believe a good job wa5 done and work was done
vironrnentatly considerate mann6r.

in very thoughtful and en-

Since 1977, constant maintenance was done on the road witlt Cat, grader andloader. Major work was done in 19g4, when extensivo ftooding total ly washed out
the road in four places. Considerable work was required on the upper narrows,
where over 2000 tons of boulders, etc, w€re heuled to rastore the road,

There hasn't been much done on the road since 1g89 because of low motalprlces- Since then the road has deterioratod badly and in some placos was extremeiy
rough and nearly impassable

lplan to do work at the Vipont next.year--1995, and of course figured in asa cost the repair and upkeep of the road, even though we ar6 just one oi_rnany that
use it' Simplot is a major user and has never really- helped much on the road, whichis all right with me. Thair catile, however, cauie ionsiderable deterioration of the
road.
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Fbr this rsason I had

out the caved barrks caused
gradecJ after the Cat work

hired a Cat to do the needed maintenance and clear

by weathering and livsstock- | intended to have it
was completed.
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whon Karen shilling and the sLM cop, J. D. ltart, showod Up oct. 18, and in

an arrogant, ruda and forieful manner toltl the Cat st<inngr, Al Ange to stop, load,

and get out, lbelieve they wora totaily out of line. lfound this out early Wodnesday

morning, Oct-'18. I was-busy with some geologists and engineers frorn Denver and

didn't get to yoLrr offico untit 3:00 P.v. - | might actrj that you treated rne.in a kind'

courteous way, and I appreciate that-

lbelieve Karen to be ovefzealous in her job, arrd a bit misinformod, but full

well knowing the effect Mr. Hart would have upon'Mr. Ango when he showed up with

forceful threats, and carrying a loaded gun.

I believe in the final analysis, the BLM people, including salt t-ake -BLM, will

a|| stick together against *y poiition, which is: the Courrty and lm.ajntained the

road for over 48 years, and it has been treated as a pubtic road up Little Birch

Creek for use by atl--including the BLM'

lwould like to remind Karen of what President Clinton stated over a month

ago; that it was his goal that all governrnent agsncios.treat the public with more

respoct and kindness when dealing 
-witn tnom. I would hopo that his wish is exer-

cised in your office by all--not just a iew.

tncidentally, the Cat was loacled ancl removed' evon though lhad intended to

do more work on the mine property itself. This cost mo much in time and in monoy

ffi for your peopte to force tho Cat out of the area'

SincerelY,

J4r**"--{f}'eU^
Thomas F. Millor

c-c- ldaho State BLM director
Utah State BLM director
Erian Timnrons--Latham & Watkins


